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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washingion, D.C. 20520

[RELEASED IN FULL)

MEMORANDUM

October 30, 1984
TO: THE FILES
FROM: L/N - Donald J. Koblitz

" SUBJECT: Inquiry by Seymour Hirsch on Houston Export Case

On Friday, October 26, I was called at home by an
investigative reporter, Seymour Hirsch. i d me

~hat-he was doing a documentary for PBS on the Pakistan
weapons program and that Assistan .5. Attorney Sam

Longoria in Houston had given him my name. Hirsch went on
to say that he had a good deal of very interesting film
clips on the Houston case and wondered if I would agree to
talk to him about the case.

I told him that most of that was classified and that
I really couldn't discuss it, at which point he began to
explain some of the information he had already gathered.
He said that the undercover operators in the Customs Service
had agreed to go on before the cameras with voice scamblers
and hidden behind a screen to explain the operation that
ended up inculpating Vaid. He also said that he had an
interview with vaid in which Vaid said that he was innocent
and had been set up by the govermment, that the switches
were not intended for a nuclear weapon, but that he thought
Pakistan needed a nuclear bomb. Hirsch also did an inter-
view on camera with Assistant U.S. Attorney Sam Longoria,

the prosecutor in the case. Longoria apparently told Hirsch
that the State Department had Eiven E:Lm a::n'@g; (o ) Ep—
erings 1m i j sitivities

of the case. Longoria also said that be
i order from the judge

Flnally lesch said that he had done an interview before the

cameras Wlth_EQAQ_S.dﬁﬁanse-at22£§2%_Wh° WQE_EEE%EiEhEﬂ.:haL
thE;4uHNHHﬂHEEE-WQHAQ_EE%EE_EQ_EﬁQ_p e evidence of a Pakistan
weapons program at trial.

Hirsch then asked me whether we had intelligence,
including intercepts, indicating that Vaid had been sent by
the Pakistan government. I told him that I couldn't discuss
such questlons with him, but that 1t sounded to me llke he

1

eddled the Vaid prosecution.

—

I told him that that was not
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true and that I would seek permission to have the Department

brief him on our role in fhe Vaid_case which was really
guite a limited one. o

amE———

Drafted by:
L/N:DJKoblitz;rld
10/30/84 632-8014
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